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A note from Susan Lynch, Executive Director:
2021 – What a year!

It was a year of mask-wearing, social distancing, and virtual meetings. Despite
the challenges, we all adapted and managed to be highly productive. While the
impacts of the pandemic are ongoing, so is our collective spirit and our desire
to work together to make our community a fantastic place to live, work, and
play.

The staff at your community foundation has the privilege, every day, of
impacting our community in a positive way. Our goal is to join charitable
intentions with community needs. But what does that really mean? It means
that no matter your passion, we want to help you contribute to the vitality of
our community in ways large and small. As the late Senator Paul Wellstone said,
“We all do better when we all do better.”

We are especially grateful for the partnerships we have with numerous
organizations that further support the concept of us all doing better. Your
contributions of time, talent, and treasure make our community’s world go
‘round and for that, we thank you. Our annual grant cycle funded 43 grants to
32 nonprofits to the tune of $190,000. Our scholarship season provided 123
scholarships with a value of $183,000.The Workforce Ready scholarship
provided nearly $50,000 to 22 students who intend to live, work and raise their
families in the Greater Itasca County Area. For local individuals struggling with a
crisis, the Sharing Fund, Itasca Area Cancer Crisis Fund, Blandin Employees for
Life fund, Barb James Memorial Fund, and the Herreid Deer River fund
lightened the burden for 384 people with grants of nearly $208,000.

Here at the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation, 2021 was a year of
growth. New faces on the board of directors and staff; eighteen new funds; new
policies and practices; and a new-found commitment to support our
community’s philanthropic efforts.

Thank you for being along for the ride. We appreciate the donors, volunteers,
grantees, and friends we have made along the way. It’s your community. Your
foundation.

Warmly,
Susan Lynch

Scholarship season is
upon us! Grand Rapids
Area Community
Foundation
scholarship
applications will open
on February 1, 2022
and will end at
midnight on March 1,
2022. Spread the word!
Workforce Ready
Scholarships are open
year-round.
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88% of the respondents felt adequately or very well-
informed about the Grand Rapids Area Community
Foundation.  This, of course, means 12% would like to be
better informed. We have added quarterly newsletters and will
keep evaluating how we can increase communication about
what we do here at the Foundation and the impact that our
donors have in the Greater Itasca Area.

92% feel that they have an adequate understanding
about what the Foundation does. We will strive for 100%
on this!

91% of respondents feel that the Foundation staff is
adequately or very responsive.  Again, we will get that
number higher.

Most people, 57% want to be informed by email, but a
good percentage want to be informed by both email AND
mail - 35%.  

In November we sent a survey to fund advisors and also
published it on our website and in our Fall Newsletter. We would
like to share a few of our results and also answer a couple
questions that we received in the comments section of the
survey. Here is a short summary:

We also had some suggestions and questions, which we would
like to address. One is that people would like more
communication from us, so we will evaluate our mailing lists to
make sure everyone is getting our newsletters and annual
report, as well as finding new ways to reach out to people.  

New Funds! 
Foster Love Closet

S. Lake Local Indian
Council

Wabana Community
Fund

See www.gracf.org for
more detailed fund
descriptions.



Funds for women, art, animals and the environment

Fund for Animals:  This endowment supports programs and projects of nonprofit
organizations that positively impact animals in the Greater Itasca Area.  This fund
supports organizations like Great Tails Animal Rescue that runs a fostering service
for our area's homeless, stray and surrendered animals from Itasca County.
Fund for the Arts:  This endowment supports nonprofit programs dedicated to the
Arts in the Greater Itasca Area. Grants have been awarded to MacRostie Art
Center, Itasca Orchestra & Strings, Edge of the Wilderness Community Center,
Northern Community Radio, Grand Rapids Area Male Chorus and Loon Country
Quilters.
Fund for the Environment:  This endowment supports current needs that relate to
or affect our local Greater Itasca Area environment.  EarthCircle, Spartan Angling,
Nashwauk Community Garden, Itasca County Agricultural Association and Itasca
Water Legacy Partnership have all been awarded grants from this fund.
Fund for Women:  This endowment supports programs and projects in the
Greater Itasca Area that positively affect women and girls.  Grants have been
awarded to Support Within Reach, Advocates for Family Peace. Itasca County
Family YMCA, CASE: Community Against Sexual Exploitation, and Greenway High
School.

There are four funds at the Foundation that support general areas and nonprofits can
apply for grants from these funds during our annual grant cycle, which is July 15 -
August 15 every year.  Applications are reviewed in the Fall and then checks are sent
to grantees in January.  By donating to these already established funds, you can be
part of something bigger no matter the size of your donation. Please consider a
donation to one of these funds:

Foster Love Closet has been quietly operating in Grand Rapids for a few
years, helping community members find needed items for children of all ages
such as baby gear, baby food, diapers, clothes, toys and books - all free of
charge. Karen Tinquist started Foster Love Closet to fill a gap she saw in the
community. She volunteers her time for this project with additional help from
her family and friends. Foster Love Closet is located at 204 NW 1st Avenue,
Suite 2 in Grand Rapids, Minnesota. They are open 9:30am to 3:00pm on
Thursdays. 

Karen started Foster Love Closet to help foster children, kinship and adoptive
families get a head start. When the pandemic started, however, she and her
husband decided to open it to the public because there was a big need in the
community for something like this. Karen says, “I love helping people and
knowing that there is a place they can go to get what they need. I love seeing
the smiles on the kids’ faces when they get to pick out their clothes, toys, and
books. People ask me all the time why I do this and it’s because I love helping
people.” She went on to say, “If it wasn’t for the heart of our community, none
of this would be possible. A big thank you to them!”

You can help children and families by donating items for children to Foster
Love Closet. Please call Karen Tinquist at 218-244-2308 if you have items to
donate. You can also donate to the Foster Love Closet Fund at the Grand
Rapids Area Community Foundation. Donate online at www.gracf.org/donate
and search for Foster Love Closet or send your donation to the Grand Rapids
Area Community Foundation, 350 NW 1st Avenue, Suite E, Grand Rapids, MN
55744. 

new fund spotlight: Foster Love Closet

MacRostie Art Center Birch Bark
Weaving Class
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Planned Giving - Leaving a Bright Future for Others

According to Giving USA 2021, charitable giving by generous individuals rose 2% in 2020
to $324 billion, and giving by bequest (giving through a will or trust) rose 10% from 2019
for a total of $41 billion. Legacy giving (also called planned giving) refers to gifts that
donors plan to distribute from their estate after their death. These gifts are made by
donors who believe in the need of a nonprofit organization to exist after their own life is
over, and more importantly, who have faith that the organization will continue to do a
good job for years and years to come. These are not necessarily major donors; many
bequests come from donors who have given small amounts to an organization for a long
time.

If you are interested in learning more about planned/legacy giving, please contact us and
consider joining our Foundation Partners legacy society by pledging a gift through your
will or estate plan and ask your financial planner to help you craft your individualized
bequest.  More information about planned giving and Foundation Partners will be coming.

Another common request we get is how a family can make donations to a loved one's
favorite charity in lieu of flowers at their loved one's memorial service.  These are typically
made to a charity in the deceased's honor, and are usually made to organizations that
mattered to the individual or family. Families also don't have to specify their choice of
charities, but can let the donor pick the charity of their choice.  Donors can make these
donations by dropping off or sending a check to our office, or going to our website,
www.gracf.org and picking the organization of choice for their donation. Please include
the name of the person being memorialized in order to honor their memory.

"Legacy. What is a legacy? It's planting seeds in a garden you
never get to see." Lin-Manuel Miranda, playwright


