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SAY HELLO TO OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS!
Christina Andersen is currently the founder and managing director of CENTER Spa

& Studio, as well as NoPo Coffee Company, in Grand Rapids. She also teaches

contemporary/modern dance at the Reif Center for Performing Arts and sits on the

Board of Directors at Woodland Bank. Prior to moving back to Grand Rapids in 2003,

Christina received her BA in Economics and Dance from St. Olaf College, worked for a

marketing firm in Minneapolis, and was the Investor Relations contact for a small

private equity firm in New York City. She and her husband, with their two children,

love mountain-biking, downhill skiing, wake-surfing and all the outdoor things that

northern Minnesota offers.

 

Sarah Anderson is currently the Director/CEO of Itasca Medical Care (IMCare), a

county-owned health plan. Previously, Sarah was the CFO of IMCare, and has been

employed with Itasca County since 1999. In her current role, Sarah works to ensure

access to high-quality, cost-effective health care through coordination and

collaboration with local community partners and providers. Sarah has a passion for

being involved in the community, serving in different roles with many organizations,

both professionally and personally. Sarah has played a key role in the establishment

and ongoing success of the Itasca Area Cancer Crisis Fund, which has provided

hundreds of grants to those in our community suffering with cancer. Sarah, her

husband, and son enjoy spending time on Pokegama Lake and watching hockey.
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Kyle Erickson is currently the Operations Manager at MDI, managing the Cohasset facility

which has over 150 employees. In addition, Kyle is the Head Coach of the Women’s Softball

program at Itasca Community College and was a former Adjunct Faculty member in the

School of Business at the College of St. Scholastica. Kyle is a past graduate of the Blandin

Community Leadership Program and former Chair of the Work Force Development Committee

with the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce. He obtained an MA from Crown College

and attended Itasca Community College and the University of Minnesota – Duluth. Kyle and his

wife have 5 children and are active chasing the dreams of their kids. 

 

Diane Larson is the Executive Director of the Itasca County HRA (ICHRA) and the

current Interim Executive Director of the Grand Rapids HRA. She has worked in

housing for over 30 years and currently oversees the administration, management

and direction of the policies, programs, operations and resources of both HRAs. Diane

has been an active member of the Minnesota Chapter of the National Association of

Housing & Redevelopment Officials. Diane is a board member of the North Central

Regional Council (NCRC) of NAHRO, serving an 8-state region. She also holds a Public

Housing Manager (PHM) certification. Diane graduated from Bemidji State University

with a degree in Business Administration – Finance and is an alumnus of the Blandin

Community Leadership Program. She and her husband have three children. 

Josh Skelton is the Chief Operating Officer for Minnesota Power. He has a B.S. in

Chemical Engineering from Michigan Technological University, and a Master of

Science in Engineering Management from the University of Minnesota. He also is a

professional engineer in the State of Minnesota. Josh has formally served on the

Board of Directors for the Range Engineering Council and the Minnesota Power

Foundation, the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce and is currently serving

on the Grand Itasca Clinic and Hospital Board. He, his wife, and their son reside in

Grand Rapids, Minnesota, and enjoy the outdoor activities that Northern Minnesota

offers.

 

 

 

AND A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS!

Four members of our Board of Trustees concluded their terms this year after many collective years of service.  We
are grateful to Steve Burggraf, Kathy Dodge, Rhett Johnson and Amy Trast for all of their years of service on the
Board and its committees, their passionate leadership and wisdom as they made important decisions in their
commitment to creating positive impact in this community. Thank you to Steve, Kathy, Rhett and Amy for your
significant contributions to our work, and our community!

Steve Burggraf                  Kathy Dodge                        Rhett Johnson                         Amy Trast 



fund spotlight: streufert peace & safety fund
Carin Streufert grew up in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, surrounded by a large extended family, and many friends. She
graduated from GRHS in 1990. Besides being a good student, she also played the saxophone in the GRHS band, and was a
captain of the swim team. She spent her college freshman year at the U of M in Minneapolis. She was beginning to think
about a career in early childhood development. That changed forever on June 15, 1991. 
 
Grand Rapids was not known for many acts of violence. Sadly, that is what happened 30 years ago when Carin was
kidnapped, raped and murdered by two local men.
 
Don, Mary and Emily Streufert established the Streufert Peace & Safety Fund in memory of their daughter and sister, Carin.
This fund supports programs that prevent violence and promote healing and growth of families and communities affected
by intentional or unintentional harm in the greater Itasca Area.
 
Please help make our community a more peaceful place with a donation to this fund. You can donate online at
www.gracf.org, click on Donate and search for Streufert Peace and Safety Fund; send your donation the Grand Rapids Area
Community Foundation, 350 NW 1st Avenue, Suite E, Grand Rapids, MN 55744; or click on the QR code below..
 

 



Carin Streufert

new fund spotlight: great tails animal rescue building fund
Great Tails Animal Rescue was started by volunteers in 2018 because our community was in need of an animal rescue. Great
Tails is a completely volunteer-run, foster-based organization with the mission of providing temporary shelter and veterinary
care for stray, abandoned, and surrendered animals of Itasca County, Minnesota, and surrounding areas, with the purpose
of finding loving, permanent homes. Their goal is to advocate for domestic animals in the community by promoting spaying
and neutering, providing education and resources, and encouraging essential veterinary care. 
 
At any given time, their foster program will have approximately 30-40 animals in care, and it gets hard to find places to keep
the animals, especially hard-to-place animals. They have started a building fund at the Grand Rapids Area Community
Foundation. If you would like to contribute to their building fund, you can go to www.gracf.org and click on Donate and then
search for Great Tails Animal Rescue Building Fund. 

 



New Funds in 2021
Ardell Simonson Memorial Scholarship
Mike Washburn Memorial Scholarship
Grand Rapids Library Foundation Children's
LIbrary Fund
K. Roger Betz Vocational School Scholarship
Great Tails Animal Rescue Building Fund
Tim Murphy Memorial Donor Advised Fund
Corey Bakken Memorial Scholarship
Inger Local Indian Council Fund

We are so thankful for the generosity of
those who have started new funds with us
(so far) in 2021!

Upcoming Events
Please join us as we recognize Cathy
Sayward's retirement, meet and
reconnect with the Foundation team,
welcome Rhonda Cash our new Office
Manager, and celebrate our donors and
volunteers at an Open House on First
Friday, September 3, from 4pm-7pm.
Beverages and hors d'oeuvres will be
served.
August is National Make-A-Will Month, so
now is a great time to think about a
planned gift to your favorite charity!
Speaking of bequests, we will be
introducing a new planned giving
platform, so watch for more information
coming in the near future!

We appreciate any and all feedback on this newsletter or anything else we do! Connect with us at
218-999-9100, stop in, or email us at info@gracf.org.
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