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Dear Friends,
“Joining charitable intentions with community needs.” Here at the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation that’s
more than just our vision statement, that is the core of what we do every day.

In addition to being the Greater Itasca Area’s philanthropic beacon, the Foundation was busy in 2022 with managing
a challenging investment environment, staff transitions, internal policy updates, and analyzing procedures. Day-to-day
operations were analyzed and put to the test: internally, our tag line became “Simplicity. Efficiency. Consistency.”  All
of this, while awarding 163 scholarships worth $249,000 to local post-secondary students, managing the ever-needed
crisis funds, facilitating planned giving, promoting new and existing fund holders, and providing grants for everything
from cancer treatment expense assistance to environmental needs, from supporting the arts to supporting our
Veterans, from IEDC to ICTV. It’s hard to not run into the GRACF circle of influence and support in our communities.

Stop by and visit the Foundation office under the black awnings on the corner of 4th Street and 1st Avenue and you’ll
see some new faces. Last summer brought the retirement of our Executive Director, Susan Lynch. We wish her all the
best as she pursues her next chapters of community service. Filling her shoes is our former Chief Development Officer,
Mindy Nuhring. Many of you will recognize her from her recent years with the Foundation, as well as the former
Executive Director at River Grand Senior Living, ISD 318 board member, Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, and
various other committees, projects, and task forces. In addition, two more friendly faces are ready to serve you: our
new Program Administrator, Lori Laliberte-Ross, and our Office Manager, Lara Mlinar. All three are committed to
serving the needs of the GRACF donors and recipients. In addition, GRACF has a diverse and dedicated Board of
Directors monitoring the needs of the community, protecting your long-term charitable investments, and improving the
quality of life for all our neighbors.

A healthy community is one in which those who have, give; those who need, receive; and those that can, do. The
Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation is and will continue to be your partner in building and supporting the
health and wellbeing of our entire community. 

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, staff, and recipients of every type, I thank you for your generous donations
and overall support of the Foundation.

Kristian Myers
Board Chair 2022

2022 BOARD CHAIR NOTE
2022 Board Chair, Kristian Myers



2022 BY THE NUMBERS

*The above presented financial information was extracted from internal financial statements and has not yet been audited.
The most current annual audit and Form 990 are available by calling us at 218-999-9100.  You can also access audit
information and Form 990 online at Guidestar (www.guidestar.org).

Total Assets Total Gifts

$28,120,652 $4,228,426

Grants Awarded to 932
recipients

$2,745,220
164 Scholarships Awarded 

$249,150

The Itasca County Sharing Fund was started at the Grand Rapids Area
Community Foundation in 2005. The purpose of this fund is to support people
with immediate, last resort, crises needs such as emergency shelter, utilities,
healthcare, transportation and work clothing. Grants are intended to give the
assisting agency some extra time to find more permanent solutions for their
clients.

A recipient of an Itasca County Sharing Fund crisis grant says, "I received a
grant from the Itasca County Sharing Fund which helped me in a very hard
time of distress.  I am a disabled man living in Grand Rapids and your help is
very, very much appreciated.  Thank you and everybody there for all of your
help.  You are the kindest people.  There is a special place in heaven for all
those who help those in need and less fortunate!!" 

ITASCA COUNTY
SHARING FUND

$183,165

352 Crisis Grants awarded

The Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation
extends a special thank you to the Blandin
Foundation for providing substantial support for
the Itasca County Sharing Fund, which makes a
significant impact on our community.



ANNUAL GRANT CYCLE

An example of a local nonprofit that was awarded grants in
2022 through our annual grant cycle is ElderCircle, a
nonprofit that serves thousands of older adults each year so
they can remain in their homes and communities.  ElderCircle
received grants for their Respite, Wellness, Home Visitor, and
Lawn and Snow Removal programs.

Trisha Zimmerman, ElderCircle Executive Director states,
“ElderCircle works to empower older adults to maintain
active living and healthy independence through a variety of
programs. The funds that we receive from the Grand Rapids
Area Community Foundation ensure that we are able to meet
the increased needs within our community through programs
like our Respite Program, Home Visitor Program, Wellness
Program and Chore Program. We are extremely grateful for
the support.” If you would like more information about
ElderCircle and its programs, you can visit their website
eldercircle.org.

Ann Clark and Mike McGinnis Fund
Arne Moe Memorial Archery Fund
Bob Graf Memorial Scholarship Fund
Grace House Endowment Fund
Itasca County Agricultural Association aka Itasca County Fair Board
Jack Huhta Good Character Award
Jim Gibeau Memorial Scholarship 
Ride for Roger
Wabana Community Fund

NEW FUNDS 2022
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Barb Watson, Mindy Nuhring (GRACF), Audrah Huntley, Trisha Zimmerman,
Lisa Randall, Lisa Rosemore and Kasey McCarroll of ElderCircle..

The mission of the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation is to inspire individuals and organizations to give to the
community to improve the quality of life in our communities.  Our annual grant cycle helps to fulfill that mission.  Through
our annual grant cycle, we award grants to area nonprofit organizations to meet the changing needs in our area.  The
annual grant cycle usually runs from July 15 through August 15 each year. 

The Community Foundation helps nonprofits carry out their important work by awarding them grants, creating community
partnerships, and educating donors about organizations and projects that align with their charitable interests.  Through
the grant process, donors' intentions are matched with charitable needs; therefore, donors make these grants happen. 
 The grant applications are evaluated by donors, advisory committees and the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation
staff and Board.  Projects and programs where a moderate grant can significantly impact the community are the focus of
the evaluation committees.

The Foundation supports projects that:  significantly benefit the community for the resources invested; are creative,
innovative and address community needs; eliminate duplication of services and encourage cooperation; increase
volunteer involvement and commitment to community needs; and leverage other resources. 

In 2022, the annual grant cycle provided over $188,000 in 47 grants to 35 area nonprofit organizations and groups that
serve the Greater Itasca Area.



FUND SPOTLIGHT:
RESTORE A SMILE

The Restore a Smile Fund at the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation
was established in 2015 in memory of Susan Starr Gerling, who was a local
dental hygienist in the Grand Rapids area. Susan was passionate about
helping others feel confident with their smiles. In the last years of her life she
helped a friend of her family who was struggling with many dental problems.
With Susan’s help, he was able to work with her employer and come up with a
plan to help him with his dental issues. He gained much in self-confidence
and was so grateful to Susan for helping with this transformation, and she
was happy to see him happy. Susan’s friends and family then established the
Restore a Smile Fund in her honor and to pay it forward.

In the years since 2015, the Restore a Smile Fund has awarded 60 grants
valued at over $45,000 to area residents to help with a variety of dental
procedures which would have been out of reach for those individuals.
Anesthesia for oral dental surgery is expensive and payment for it is usually
required prior to treatment. These surgeries and treatments prevent further
dental and health issues, prevent pain, as well as fix smiles. 

We recently received a heartfelt thank you from a Restore a Smile grantee
who received a grant from the fund in May of 2023.  He stated that he was so
grateful for the grant for dental work and that it has changed his life.  "I
haven't been able to smile like myself in ten years!" he said.  

This fund at the Community Foundation could use your help! A donation to this
fund goes directly to helping Greater Itasca Area residents and your support
could make it possible to end dental pain or restore a healthy smile. Please
consider making a donation to the Restore a Smile Fund. You can donate
online at gracf.org/donate and search for Restore a Smile Fund. or you can
also send or drop off donations to the Grand Rapids Area Community
Foundation.  Thanks to Susan Starr Gerling's compassion and generosity, this
fund continues to help others.

SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT:
JIM GIBEAU MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Jim Gibeau served the surrounding Greater Itasca community in many ways.  He served on the Grand
Rapids Fire Department for almost 17 years before his passing in a work accident in 2021. Jim grew up
in LaPrairie and attended Greenway High School. He played football, baseball, and hockey for
Greenway High School. Jim was very involved in his community through the fire department, the
Fraternal Order of Eagles and coaching. He had always been a big supporter of youth sports in
Greenway, where he coached hockey and baseball. 

Last year, Jim’s friends and fellow firefighters at the Grand Rapids Fire Department created the Jim
Gibeau Memorial Scholarship in Jim’s honor. Lance Kuschel, fellow firefighter for the Grand Rapids
Fire Department, says, "We do a county-wide Fire vs Law hockey game every year where all donations
collected get divided up between the fire department and law enforcement. Jim was a year-in and
year-out player for the fire department team in this event. Our department thought a memorial
scholarship in his name would be a perfect way to honor Jim, and the annual hockey game will raise
money for the scholarship. Jim gave so much to the Grand Rapids Fire Department and youth sports in
Greenway and we look forward to helping local students in their education with the Jim Gibeau
Memorial Scholarship."

If you'd like to help area students in Jim's memory, you can donate through the Community Foundation
online at gracf.org or through the mail or in person.  Scholarships are awarded to graduating Itasca
County seniors who have a relative who is an active or retired Itasca County firefighter. 

Susan Starr Gerling

Jim Gibeau



In a world that often seems divided and disconnected, there is a powerful force that can bring people together and foster a sense of unity—the
act of giving back to the community. When individuals and organizations choose to give locally, they make a conscious decision to invest their
time, resources, and energy in their immediate surroundings, creating a ripple effect of positive change. Here are a few ways that show the
significance of giving locally and highlights the transformative impact it can have on both individuals and communities.

Building Stronger Communities

Giving back to the community strengthens the very fabric of society. When individuals contribute to local causes, whether through volunteering,
donations, or support for local businesses, they actively participate in creating a thriving community. By investing in local initiatives, individuals
can help build essential infrastructure, support educational programs, and improve the quality of life for all community members. This collective
effort fosters a sense of pride, belonging, and social cohesion, leading to stronger and more resilient communities.

Meeting Local Needs

Every community has unique challenges and needs that can be effectively addressed through local giving. By focusing on local initiatives,
individuals and organizations gain a deeper understanding of the issues affecting their community. They can then tailor their efforts to make a
direct and meaningful impact. Whether it's supporting food banks, shelters, healthcare facilities, or educational programs, giving locally ensures
that resources are directed where they are most needed, making a tangible difference in the lives of those who need it most.

Empowering Individuals

Giving back to the community not only benefits the recipients but also empowers individuals who engage in philanthropic activities. When
people actively participate in the act of giving, they experience a sense of purpose, fulfillment, and personal growth. Volunteering or supporting
local initiatives provides an opportunity to connect with others, develop new skills, and gain a broader perspective on societal challenges. These
experiences can be transformative, fostering empathy, compassion, and a deepened commitment to making a positive difference.

Creating a Culture of Generosity

When individuals give locally, they inspire others to follow suit. Acts of generosity have a contagious effect, encouraging others to contribute
their time, resources, and talents to support community causes. By nurturing a culture of giving, communities can tap into a collective spirit of
goodwill and create a positive feedback loop. As more people get involved, the overall impact grows exponentially, leading to sustainable
change and a community united in its dedication to making the world a better place.

Long-term Benefits

Investing in the local community yields long-term benefits that extend far beyond the immediate impact of individual acts of giving. By
strengthening the social fabric, fostering collaboration, and addressing systemic challenges, local giving lays the foundation for lasting change.
As communities become more resilient, they are better equipped to face future adversities and create opportunities for growth and prosperity.
This, in turn, attracts further investment and support, creating a cycle of positive transformation that can uplift an entire community for
generations to come.

Giving locally is a powerful and transformative act that not only benefits the immediate community but also has far-reaching effects on society
as a whole. By investing time, resources, and energy in local causes, individuals and organizations can build stronger communities, meet local
needs, empower individuals, create a culture of generosity, and foster long-term positive change. Ultimately, giving back to the community is an
essential step towards creating a more compassionate, equitable, and interconnected world.

THE POWER OF GIVING LOCALLY:
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES THROUGH
ACTS OF GENEROSITY

A Children's Discovery Museum program Class of 1966 classmates: Bill Lindberg, Nancy
Arnhold, Rick Blake and Rick Gould with a donation

to the Forrest Willey Memorial Scholarship Fund
 

Greenway Area Community Fund members with
their donation for the  Coleraine Library



The Great Tails Animal Rescue Mission: “Great Tails Animal Rescue is dedicated to
providing temporary shelter and veterinary care for stray, abandoned, and
surrendered animals of Itasca County, Minnesota and surrounding areas, with the
purpose of finding loving, permanent homes. Our goal is to advocate for domestic
animals in our community by promoting spay and neutering, providing education
and resources, and encouraging essential veterinary care, and finding loving,
permanent homes for those animals."

FUND/PROJECT UPDATE:
GREAT TAILS ANIMAL RESCUE BUILDING FUND

Since November of 2019, Great Tails Animal Rescue has served the County of Itasca
and surrounding areas, which covers approximately 2,928 square miles and has a
population of 45,180. To date, they have taken in 850 domestic cats and dogs, with
a few domestic small animals sprinkled in. The majority of these pets, when found,
are homeless or unclaimed and in desperate need of veterinary care. Because of
our rural area and limited access to resources, on average, Great Tails invests
$350+ per cat and $350-$500 per dog in basic veterinary care to prepare them for
adoption. These charges vary depending on the health of the pet at intake. In our
area Great Tails is not able to price their adoptions to make up for this expense, so
they are reliant on donations, grants and fundraisers to cover these costs. However,
even with these expenses their rescue is unique in that they have remained budget-
based and currently owe no funds to any entity for which they do business.  

On September 14th 2021, the Great Tails Volunteer Board went before the City of
Cohasset Council to discuss purchasing land for a future shelter building. The
Council surprised them by voting to donate approximately 6 acres of land in the
Cohasset industrial park area. Since that time, they have researched and
interviewed other local sustainable shelters for their building plans and business
advice, and secured an architect who has drawn up renderings for a building
design. In partnership with Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation, they have
also moved forward with initiating a Building Fund for their future shelter. The
estimated cost for completion of the building is $2.5 million dollars.  In the last year
they have raised over $1,130,000 between matching challenges, private donors, and
donations from our community members and businesses. This summer Great Tails is
concentrating on a capital campaign to secure the remaining funds to start their
building with a proposed ground-breaking in spring of 2024.  If needed, the
building will be built in phases.

Every animal that Great Tails saves is a life transformed, and you can help the Great
Tails Animal Rescue mission by donating to their building fund and joining them in
making the world a better place for animals...one rescue at a time.

Building Rendering

Building Rendering

Location in Cohasset Floor Plan



PROJECT SPOTLIGHT:
ITASCA COUNTY FAMILY YMCA 

The Itasca County Family YMCA has two funds with the Grand Rapids Area Community
Foundation; one designated for youth and one designated for operations. Disbursements from
the Youth Endowment are used for their free afterschool youth program in the Active Living
Center. The Active Living Center is supervised by Y staff, and they provide afterschool snacks
and activities. Many of the youth arrive at the YMCA afterschool hungry, but with no money to
purchase food. The youth are greeted, offered a snack, and encouraged to participate in the
healthy activities of Y membership, or they are welcome to remain in the Active Living Center
and enjoy the games in the Rec Room.

The Operations Endowment is a relatively new fund, from which the Y uses the disbursements
where they are needed most. This Operations Endowment was made possible by a planned gift
from a generous local donor who donated $100,000 to start the Itasca County Family YMCA
Operations Endowment.  This fund is designed to help the Y with operations into the future.

The YMCA has several projects in the works for which they need one-time or ongoing support.
The YMCA will be expanding their childcare program and adding 64 slots at the Itasca
Resource Center in the fall of 2023. Childcare is a challenging endeavor in today’s
environment, and the YMCA is working with local city and county governments, as well as
businesses, to make this expansion a sustainable reality. Outside funding will be necessary for
the next 3-5 years to help sustain this expansion.

Joni Namyst, Itasca County Family YMCA Executive Director says, "The YMCA is also working on
two outdoor projects. We have received partial funding for a school-age playground which we
desperately need for our afterschool and camp programming. Our current outdoor playground
is designed for younger children, and older children would appreciate equipment which is more
challenging. We have also received funding to add five pieces of exercise equipment around
our outdoor track. We would like to add 10 pieces. This equipment would be free to our
community to use as they are walking around the track. The equipment is designed to withstand
Minnesota weather and would be a wonderful opportunity for our teenage and adult
community members to add strength to their exercise routine."  The first five outdoor pieces
were funded through an Age Friendly Grant from the State of Minnesota.  The purpose of the
project is to create an outdoor fitness circuit designed to be inclusive of all individuals,
especially those who are 50 years and older to promote community health.  Additional pieces
are needed to complete the project.

"The Itasca County Family YMCA greatly appreciates the funding we receive from the GRACF
through our endowment distributions and other grants, as well as all of the area donors to the
YMCA. We are able to expand our mission and serve more community members because of this
vital assistance," Joni Namyst states.  

If you would like more information on the new projects at the YMCA or you are interested in
donating to those projects or YMCA operations, you can contact Joni Namyst at the Itasca
County Family YMCA (218-327-1161). You can also donate directly to the YMCA Operations
Endowment Fund at the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation online at gracf.org or by
mail or in person.  

In 2022, $249,150 in scholarships were awarded to 164 Greater Itasca Area students!! 
 These scholarships were awarded through 82 different scholarship funds.  That's 82 local
citizens or businesses who have established scholarship funds to help area students. 
 Many of these scholarship funds award multiple scholarships, which leads to 164
scholarships awarded.  The students receiving these scholarships graduated from eleven
different area schools and also included non-traditional students.  Thank you to all the
donors who have established these scholarship funds and/or donated to these funds! And
good luck to our area students!!

SCHOLARSHIPS!

Students in the photo are from Northern Lights Community School in Warba



GRACF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022

Kristian Myers
Chair

Shannon Benolken
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Julie Wilcox
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Christina Andersen
 

Sarah Anderson

Kyle Erickson Jerry Ophoven Josh Skelton

Diane Larson
Secretary

Cynthia Margo
Past Chair

Kelly Kabotoff Isaac Meyer

There are five area Community Funds and the McGregor Lakes Area Foundation that provide a way for citizens and businesses in those communities to
give to their local area. Each Fund has an advisory committee of volunteers that oversee grants for programs and activities throughout their
communities. Annual earnings derived from the invested endowment fund are granted to local non-profit organizations and provide charitable support
for area citizens. The Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation is the financial managing agent for these Community Funds.

The Deer River Area Community Fund includes areas within and surrounding Deer River School District 317. 

The Greater Itasca Area Community Fund is available in Bigfork, Blackduck, Cohasset, Grand Rapids, Northome, Remer, Warba and all other
townships and cities within School District 318. 

Greenway Area Community Fund serves the Cities of Coleraine, Bovey, Taconite, LaPrairie, Marble, Calumet, Pengilly and also the Townships of Trout
Lake, Greenway, Lawrence Lake, and Nashwauk.

Hill City Area Community Fund serves Jacobson, Swartara, Palisade, Hill City, and Spang Township. 

The Nashwauk Area Community Fund serves Nashwauk, Nashwauk Township, Buck Lake, Pengilly, Swan Lake, Keewatin and Goodland Township
areas. 

The McGregor Lakes Area Community Foundation covers territory that is geographically similar to the McGregor School District. 

If you would like more information on these Community Funds or if you would be interested in being involved, please visit the Community
Funds tab on our website.  It will list committee members, the Community Fund website, if they have one, and you can donate to the fund.

COMMUNITY FUNDS

$126,000 awarded52 Grants to their communities:



HONORING OUR 2022 DONORS
4U Home Health Care
Joseph and Karen Aalto
ABB
Luke Adam
Rebecca Adams
Aesthetics Hair Salon and Skin Care
Britta Ahlm
Airways Aviation Center, Inc.
Aitkin Services LLC Thrifty White
American Legion McVeigh Dunn Post 60
American Legion Post 122
AMVETS Post 12
Christina and Erik Andersen
Anderson Family Dental
Diane and Dean Anderson
Gary and Jody Anderson
George and Sandra Anderson
Jean Anderson
Jeffrey and Sarah Anderson
Jerry and Cathie Anderson
Maryann Anderson
Phil and Pat Anderson
Rolf Anderson
Scott and Julie Anderson
Suzanne and Thomas Andreasen
Anonymous
Scott and Brenda Apfelbacher
Patricia Arola
Assembly of God, Grand Rapids
John and Jenny Aulick
Elaine Aune
Will and Bernie Backes
Roxanne Bailey
Tyler Baird
Judy and George Baldridge
David and Janet Baldwin
Bann's Bar & Cafe, Inc.
Nancy Barber
Michael and Joan Barle
Jennifer Barr
Mimi Barzen and Dan Hanson
Richard and Kathryn Beatty
David & Donna Becchetti
Robert and Janice Bechtel
Diane Bedient
Catherine and Jeffrey Bender
Craig and Cindy Bender
Kassie and James Benoit
Marion Benson
Christa Benward
Jim Bergeron
Kayla Bertrum
David and Mardell Bevacqua
Big Sandy Lake Association
Joan Bischoff
Ann Bishop
Shirley and Michael Bjellos
Steve and Christine Bjerke
Francine Blair Schlander
Blandin Foundation
Dennis and Joen Blomberg
Blue Heron Fund
James and Penny Bocinsky
Edward Bolf
Joan Sailer Bond
Dr. Tim and Joan Bonner
Ione Boor
Chere Bosarge
Jim and Catherine Bozich
Bobbi and Michael Brace
Randall and Ann Braiedy
Ashlie Brandt
Judi Braunworth

Gail Brewer
Sheila Brogger
Ward Broughton
Jamie Brown
Judy Brown
M'lou Brubaker
David Bruns
Spencer and Rachel Buchert
Kyle Buck
Buckhorn Bar
Nancy and Jon Buescher
Traci Buescher
Gary and Karen Bunkholder
David Burd
Sean and Crystal Burggraf
Terry and Mary Cain
Fred and Beverly Callahan
Canfor Pulp
Patricia C Carlin-Janssen
Ann Carlson
Brian and Chris Carlson
Cathy Carlson
Douglas and Janie Carlson
Peyton Mark Carlson
Russell Carlson
Pat Carroll
Greg and Carol Cartie
Colleen Casey
Kathleen Casper and James Deeg
Mariel Chamberlain
Dan Chambers
Michael and Heidi Chandler
Chapter DB, PEO Sisterhood
William P. Cheney
Audrey Christensen
Roger and Jan Christianson
Dave Christy
Gloria Jean Christy
Joanne and Al Cianni
City of Bovey
City of Calumet
City of Keewatin
City of LaPrairie
City of Nashwauk
City of Taconite
Ann Clark and Mike McGinnis
John and Tiffany Clark
Aaron and Christy Clusiau
Ellen Coffel
Douglas and Shanna Cogswell
Mr. and Mrs. David Colburn
Jerome and Mary Kate Cole
Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed
District
Community Presbyterian Church
Kathleen Cone
Robert Conzemius
Jeanne Cook
William L Cook
Sarah and Matthew Copeland
Carol Copp
Lynn and Greg Cottingham
County of Itasca
Rita and Greg Craiglow
James and Jodel Crecelius
Anita Crowe
Joe Csmarich
Carol and Kim Culp
Sally Cummings
Sandra J Curry
Josephine and Travis Czerny
Henry and Janelle Dagle
Michael and Diana Daigle

Ardell Damjanovich
Gary and Sue Damyanovich
Darlow's Land Scaping
Stephen and Julie Dasovich
Cathy Davies and Larry Johnson
Davis Chiropractic Health & Wellness
Bill and Pat L. Davis
Janice L Davis
Nathan Jim Davis
Jill Day
Deerwood Bank
Lynn DeGrio
Jaqueline Denucci
Robert and Grace Derfler
Judy and Paul Dick
Ron Dicklich
Cathy Diekmann
James and Debra Dobbyn
Don Evans Insurance Company
Don and Sheila Dorholt
Patrick and Hollis Downing
Steve Downing and Kathy Dodge
D'Pointe Designs
Skip and Bonnie Drake
Marie and Daniel Duffy
Robert and Sandra Dwyer
Susanne and Jack Edmonds
Bob Ellies
Nick and Nancy Eltgroth
Dede Emerson
Essentia Health
LaRee Lydia Ewers
Eye Fashion Optical Shoppe, Inc.
EyeCare Centers of Aitkin &
McGregor
Margaret R. Fahlman
Fairview Health Services
Tom and Jeanne Fasteland
Kris Ferraro
Steven Feyma
Dan and Deb Fiala
Louise Koglin Fideldy and Jim Fideldy
Daniel and Beccy Fillman
Nora Finch
Fireside Inn Inc/Howie Pickles
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
First National Agency of Coleraine
First National Bank of Coleraine
Floe International Inc
James and Julie Fore
Gordon and Carol Forsberg
Frank Fowler
Karen Fraser
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Karen Frick
G.T. Graphics
Gaalaas Orthodontics
Gabeshiwigamig Niish LLC dba Big
Sandy Lodge & Resort
Brian Gangl
Robin and Tom Gangl
Luke and Jennifer Garner
General Mills Box Tops for Education
Michael Gibbons
Renee Gibbons
Tom and Cami Gibbons
Billie and Jesse Gielen
Pam Gielen
Janette Godec
Kenneth Godwin
Verda Godwin
Judith Mullins Gorham
Mike and Wendy Gorham

Wade Gould
Gerald and Ann Graf
Grand Itasca Foundation
Grand Itasca Volunteer Services
Grand Rapids Amateur Hockey
Association
Grand Rapids Chevrolet Buick
Pontiac Cadillac, Inc.
Grand Rapids High School Class of
1967
Grand Rapids Kiwanis Club
Grand Rapids Public Utilities
Commission
Grand Rapids State Bank
Grand Rapids United Methodist
Church
Grand Rapids Veterinary Clinic
Grand Rapids Volleyball Assoc.
Grand Timber Bank
Sydney Gray
Greenway Lions Club
Greenway Schools ISD #316
Greenway Volleyball Boosters
Robert Greifzu
Melissa Greiner
Willard and Elaine Grossell
Louis C Gueltzow Jr
Ron and Rachael Guertin
Heidi and Kyle Gugisberg
Lane Gunnerson
Michael and Gayle Guthrie
Michael Halverson
Jean Halverson
John Halvorsen
Mary Beth Halvorson
Dale and Carolyn Hanka
Hailey Hanson
Casey and Brianna Harling
Corinna Harris
Hawkins, Inc.
Hawkinson Construction
Gary L. Hawkinson
John and Gina Hawkinson
Hazelwood Corporation
Jean Hector
Therese Hedblom
Nathan and Joanna Helder
Carla Henning
Mark Herman
Hill City Lions Club
Terry and Karen Hocking
Terrance and Marcelyn Hodder
James and Ann Hoey
Jeremiah Hoey
Rick and Claudette Holden
Teresa Holwerda
Bob and Patty Holycross
Barrett and Talicia Honkola
Jim and Kathy Hoolihan
Susan Hoolihan
Ed Horseman
Jean Hoshal
Jack Huhta
Cassie Husmann
Janet Huss
I.B.E.W Local #31
Independent School District 318
International Dunnage
Itasca Chiropractic Center
Itasca County Family YMCA
Itasca Reliable Insurance Agency
Mary and Mike Ives
Allen and Carmen Jackson

Todd and Jodi Janecke
Michelle Javorina
Duane and Frances Jedlenski
Roxane Jenkins
Paulette Jerome
Dr. Lee and Mary Jo Jess
J K Mechanical Contractors Inc
Johnson Hometown Realty
Aimee Johnson
Benjamin and Naomi Johnson
Clarence Johnson
Greg and Rose Ann Johnson
Julie Johnson
Lisa and Sheldon Johnson
Mark and Anne Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Robert Johnson/Kemira
Samuel and Nicole Johnson
Susan Johnson
Thomas J Johnson
William Johnson
Jostens, Inc
Jill Karl
Heather Karls
Karen Karls
Sue Kaslow
Mary Kautto
Patty and Charles Kautto
Keewatin Sinclair
KEGO Township
Kelly Kenowski and Jessa Johaneson
Carol Kerr
Kathy Kimball/Hunt
James E. King
Kathryne A. Kinsey
Kelly Kirwin and Jeff Ericson
Kiwanis Club of Grand Rapids/
Daybreakers
Thomas and Maggie Klatt
Jerry Kleven
Ronald and Elizabeth Klingman
Doris Klinker
Dennis and Maureen Kluge
K-M Corner Store
Jean and Denny Koewler
Sheila or John Koewler
Lynn and Michael Korte
Bert Kortekaas
Corey Kosak
Mike and Peggy Krook
Laura and Bob Kvas
L&M Supply
Lance and Julie LaBois
Gary & Cathy LaFave
Lake Country Power
Sharon Lake
Cindy LaMont
David Lange
Sandra L Langell
Anne Langford
Dean and Kristine Larson
Michael A. Larson
Tim and Diane Larson
Lorine LaTarte
Spring Latimer
Latvala Lumber
Linda Lee
Rodney and Patricia Leistikow
Leland and Marilyn Burlison
Michael and Martha Lentz
Jeffrey and Sheri LeSarge
Anne Lewis
Lynn Lewis



Don and Sandra Ley
William H. Lindberg
Lisa Linnell
Bill Litchke
Norma J. Long
Lance Lonson
Todd and Dolores Lovdahl
Cotty Lowry & Laurie Jacobi
Karen Lucachick
LWML First Evangelical Lutheran
Church
Chris and Susan Lynch
Greg and Lynette Maas
Kent and Judy MacAlpine
Terry and Carol Maciej
Mackley's Auto Repair
Jackie MacPherson
Larry Majewski
Ken and Rebecca Major
Tara Makinen
Susan Marking
Tannie Marsh
Virginia Marshall
Richard & Darcy Martin
David and Sharon Marty
Mary Sigfrinius
Harriet Mattei
Del and Jessi Matteson
Shawn and Kristi Matteson
Terry and Muggs Matteson
Kyle Maust
Ron McBride
Patrick McCabe
Paul and Kristen McCullough
Peter and Charlotte McDermott
LuElla McDowell
Bryan and Karin McGinnis
McGregor Ace Hardware
Ann C. McKinley
James McKnight
Jack and Mary Margaret McMahon
MDHA; Des Moines Valley Chapter
Shyanne and Christopher Meadows
Karen Mellum
Lynne R Menozzi
Isaac Meyer
Carolyn Meysembourg
Mielke Electric
Irene Mikkelson
Kenneth and Janice Miland
Marsha Miller and John Chell
Ryan and Tammy Miller
Shirley Miner
Minnesota Forestry Employees
Association
Minnesota National Golf Course
Minnesota Power Foundation
Dorothy Minske
Aaron and Tia Miskovich
Monte and Merry Mitchell Family
Foundation
MJ's Lodge and Resort LLC
Maxine Moe
Amanda Michelle Moon
Alice A Moren
Carol and Roger Morrill
Jeannine and Don Moss
Jeanette Faye Mostoller
Mucho Si, LLC
Lisa Mueller
Jane H. Mullins
Joseph and Mary Mulvehill
Christina Murphy

HONORING OUR 2022 DONORS CONTINUED
Kristian Myers
Richard Nachbar
Nash's Hideaway/The Saloon
Nashwauk Area Youth Organization
National Bank of Commerce
Nelson Wood Shims
Anthony and Emily Nelson
Brad Nelson
Darla Nelson
Dennis and Darlene Nelson
Katie Nelson
Thomas C. Nelson
Vicki Nelson
Darlene Nielsen
Dr. Charles and Gail Nielson
Lawson R Niles
Mark Nohre
Jan and Beverly Noles
Ken and Carol Nordli
Lorna Nordstrom
North in Bloom
North Star Credit Union
North Woods Quads
Northern Lakes Dental
Northern Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgeons, P.A.
Northland Lions Club
Northwoods Acupuncture and                
Wellness Center
Jon and Mindy Nuhring
Vickie Nutter
Diane Marie Nygaard
Janet Nyhus
Shawn O'Brien
Patrick and Beverly O'Connor
Kevin O'Doughety
Jim and Susan Ohman
Gary and Kim Oja
S. K. Olin-Palkki
Donald and Betty Olson
Jeremy and Stacey Olson
Kenneth R Olson
Michele Olson
Jerry & Molli Ophoven
Scott Ostrander
Christopher and Michelle Otto
Patricia Overman
Bethany Owen
Rick and Karen Pachan
Tom and Annette Pagel
Park State Bank
Michael and Christine Partlow
Mary Patnaude
Barbara and Dennis Patterson
Paul Bunyan Communications
Raymond E Pelton
Pengilly Booster Club
Pepsico Beverage Sales, LLC
Patti Perreault
Candace and Patrick Perry
Peterson Funeral Chapel, Inc.
Brenda Peterson
Charlie Peterson
Justin and Christy Peterson
Myrna Peterson
Pete Peterson
John and Barbara Pilney
Plackner Tree Care
Plaisted Companies
Nina Pleshe
Breanna Pochucha
Pokegama Electric, Inc.
Patrick and Sandy Pollard
Ponti Peterson VFW Post #1720

Eric and Heather Porterfield
Stephanie and Jim Potter
William and Peg Poulter
Dennis and Cynthia Prather
Steve and Julie Purdum
Denis Quarberg
Melissa Radel
Roger and Nancy Ralston
Lisa (Sutherland) & Mike Randall
Range Bottle and Gas Company
Rapid Fuel Nutrition Club, L.L.C.
Rapids Radio, LLC
Darcy Reich
The Resties
Josh Rettig
Richard and Mary Reynolds
Amy and Todd Rice
Fred and Kristan Rice
Ken Ricker
Right Way Driving School
Merton Rima and Delores Herdman-
Rima
Laura Ringold
Riverwood Healthcare Center
Carol and Ronnie Robbins
Patricia Roberts
Thomas and Helen Ronning
Wayne Roskos
Rotary Club of Grand Rapids
John and Rose Rothstein
Rowe Funeral Home
Amy Ruck
Maegan Ruder
Mike and Barb Ruzek
William and Connie Sackett
Rex and Alice Sala
Luanne Saleture
Robert J. Salmi
Samaritan Transport
Kurt and Jean Samuelson
Sathers Gateway Store
Nancy Sauer
T.R. and R.R. Savich
Georgi Sawdey
Tom and Nancy Saxhaug
Deanna M. Saylor
Alyssa Schlander
William T Schmid Jr
Bud and Therese Schneider
Schroeder Family Dentistry
Lance and Terri Schultz
SCI Broadband
Thomas and Shirley Scollard
Heather J. Seby
Security State Bank
Ruth Sejnoha
Kelly Serfling
Robert and Carole Shankland
Charlie and Judy Sherman
Wendy Shevich
Gene Shockency
Lisa Sigfrinius
Teresa Sills
Chad and Dana Simons
Annie E. Sitek
Diane M Skelly
Tim and Barb Skelly
Karen A Skraba
Andrea Smith
Roberta and Ron Smith
Suzanne Smitley
David Bruce Smyser
Don Sobey
Donita Soucek

Curtis and Julianne Sparks
Spartan Fitness Inc
Laura Spaulding
David Specht
Wayne and Carol Speedling
Brianna and Andy Spry
Susan Stanich
Marilyn Stanley
Star of the North Lions Club
Jessica Sterle
Patty Stewart
Martin Stimac
Gary and Angela Stoltz
Diane Strong
Jessica Sutherland
Swan Lake Golden Age Club
Richard Swann
Mick Swanson
Hildy Swedean
Christopher and Sharon Swentkofske
Tammy Swing
Mindy and Travis Tammi
Lynda Tarbuck
Gregory and Carla Taylor
Vicki Taylor
Gina Tennison
Jim and Mary Tennison
Linnea Tennison
The Clinton Family Fund
The Country House
The Craft House
The Loyal Order of Moose
The Night Makers Market
The Taconite Women's Wheeler Riders
Lisa Thompson
Caroline Thorvig and Mark Walters
Ruth and Richard Thouin
Thunderhawk Signage
Timberlake Lodge
Robert and Karen Tok
Debra and John Tollgaard
Gayleen Touhey
Town of Lawrence
Town of Lima
Township of Trout Lake
Donald and Evelyn Tracy
Trendz Hair Studio, LLC
Brian and Sarah Troumbly
Sheryl Turner
Susan Tweed
Ukura's Big Dollar
Paul and Judy Ulland
UPM Blandin Paper Company
John and Mary Uradnik
Valmet
Dallas and Joann Vanden Einde
Joe VanHandel/Ingredion
Barb and Doug Veit
Donald and Irene Velo
Brian and Deb Vergin
Lucy Visovatti
Beth and Norman Voigt
Laura G Vonbusch
Caryle Wagasky
Don and Jeanne Wahlstrom
Donald Wahlstrom
Patrick and Stacey (Lange)
Wahlstrom
Carolyn Ward
Ken Warren and Jean Seagren
Warren
Charlene Washburn
James and Betty Wass
Wayne and Irene Wasson

Rebecca and Barry Watson
John and Jenica Weber
Mary Jo Weber
Terry and Diane Weber
Tammy and Johnathon Weiher
LaVonne and Dave Weihrauch
Julie Weiser
Mark and Michelle White
Peggy White
Robert and Virginia Wickman
Noah and Julie Wilcox
Steven Wilcox and Vickie Rassmussen
Wilcox
David Wildung
Kathryn Will
Willey's Marine
Vernon and Patricia Williams
Shirley Winegar
Laura Wingate
Karen and James Winters
Erin and Steve Wirtz
Wizards Sports Bar and Grill
Lois Wold
Women of the ELCA Living Waters
Woodland Bank
Ann Zappia
James and Helen Zeumer
Roberta Zieman
Kenneth and Barbara Zimmer
Zorbaz On the Lake- Big Zandy

Please Note: We try to make sure all
donor information is correct on our
donor list; however, sometimes errors
occur.

If you do not see your name on this
donor list and you donated online in
2022, it may be due to selecting
"anonymous" on our portal.  If you
are a donor listed and we
inadvertently spelled your name
incorrectly or you have a change in
name, please contact us.  If you were
a 2022 donor and don't see your
name on this list, please contact us.  



Mindy Nuhring, Executive Director
Lara Mlinar, Office Manager

Lori Laliberte-Ross, Program Administrator

350 NW 1st Avenue, Suite E
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

218.999.9100
www.gracf.org
info@gracf.org

First and foremost, we extend our heartfelt appreciation
to our donors, volunteers, businesses, grantees and
supporters. Your selflessness and willingness to give of
your time and money have allowed us to carry out our
mission and improve the quality of life in our
communities. Your financial contributions have enabled
us to help fund vital programs and projects, create
educational opportunities, and bring hope to individuals
and families facing challenging circumstances. Your
belief in our cause and commitment to making a
difference have truly made our community a better
place.

 

We firmly believe that a community's strength lies in the
collective efforts of its members. Your unwavering
support, whether through financial contributions,
volunteer work, or business partnerships, has
demonstrated the power of coming together for a
shared purpose. Through your generosity, you have
touched the lives of countless community members and
organizations, offering them hope, compassion, and a
chance for a better future.

Once again, we extend our heartfelt thanks to each and
every one of you. Your kindness and generosity have
made a lasting impact on our community, and we are
incredibly grateful for your continued support. Together,
we can continue to make a difference and build a
brighter future for all.

With sincerest gratitude,

Mindy Nuhring, Executive Director
Lori Laliberte-Ross, Program Administrator
Lara Mlinar, Office Manager

 

THANK YOU!

The Grand Rapids Area Community
Foundation has been connecting donors’
charitable intentions to community needs
for almost 30 years. For more information

or to donate, visit our website at
gracf.org or schedule a visit by calling

(218) 999-9100.


