
1000 Lakes Scholarship

This $3000 recurring scholarship ($1000 for years 2, 3, and 4) supports the higher education of students in the 

five Itasca County high schools. Recipients work hard, have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and are pursuing a 4-year 

college degree. Recipients are selected by the Superintendent or a school committee.

Adam Johnson Memorial 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship is for a graduating Hibbing High School senior who will be attending the University of 

Minnesota Duluth (UMD) and has a GPA of 3.0. Past recipients may re-apply.

Ardell Simonson Memorial 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship is intended for graduating seniors from Grand Rapids, Greenway, Bigfork, or Deer River 

High Schools who have a minimum GPA of 2.5 and are interested in pursuing a career as an Elementary 

Educator. 

Barbara Swentkofske Memorial 

Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports a graduating GRHS female who plans to attend a 4-Yr College or University or 

a Community College

Betty Shannon Scholarship 

(CSS)

This $2000 recurring scholarship ($1000 for 2 years) supports a student attending the College of St. 

Scholastica who is pursuing nursing.

Betty Shannon Scholarship 

(Minnesota North College - 

Itasca)

This $1000 recurring scholarship ($500 for 2 years) supports a student attending MN North College - Itasca 

who is pursuing nursing.

Bigfork Lions Scholarship
This $2000 recurring scholarship ($1000 for 2 years) is awarded to graduating seniors from the Bigfork High 

School who demonstrate involvement in the community.

Bill and Ruth Powers 

Scholarship

This $1800 scholarship is intended for graduating students from District 318, Grand Rapids and Bigfork, who 

have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and plan to pursue a major in arts and humanities, architecture and design, music, 

or education. 

Bill Gray - Southwest 

Elementary Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports students who attended Southwest Elementary School in Grand Rapids MN and 

are graduating from a Greater Itasca Area school. Not intended for the top students in the class.

Bill Prigge Memorial Economic 

Scholarship

This $800 scholarship supports a graduating Greenway High School student with a GPA of 2.5 or higher who 

plans to study business or economics. Award may be based on need. 

Blue Heron Scholarship Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports both traditional and nontraditional students who are graduating or who have 

graduated from Grand Rapids High School or Bigfork High School who are planning to study environmental 

science, neurologic healthcare, humanities, STEM: animal science, or veterinary services (doctor or technician).

Bob Frick Memorial 

Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports a graduating Grand Rapids High School senior entering a vocational/technical 

program (not music or nursing). Priority may be given to a student pursuing graphic arts.



Bob Graf Memorial Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports a Greater Itasca County area student(s), both traditional and non-traditional, 

who is pursuing a technical, trade, or nursing degree and has a GPA of 2.0-3.5. Prior recipients can re-apply.

Bonner Hockey Scholar Award
This $500 scholarship is awarded to the GRHS graduating senior male and female varsity hockey player (must 

have played during their senior year) with the highest cumulative GPA on their respective hockey team.

Brad Smith Memorial 

Scholarship

This $900 scholarship supports a graduating Deer River High School student who demonstrates exceptional 

commitment to self and community. Past recipients may re-apply.

Bryan Schlicht Agency, Inc. of 

American Family Insurance 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports an Itasca County student who is attending a community college or university 

and majoring in business. This scholarship is available to both traditional and non-traditional students. Past 

recipients may re-apply.

Burgess Family Scholarship 

Fund

This $2500 recurring scholarship ($1250 for 2 years) is offered to a student graduating from Deer River High 

School with a minimum GPA of 2.50, is active in community service and intends to obtain a Bachelor's degree.

Carl & Margaret 

Mickelson/Kiwanis Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports GRHS Key Club students who demonstrate commitment to community 

service, have a GPA of 3.0 or above, be a current and active GRHS Key Club member, and may be based on 

financial need.

Catherine Anderson Memorial 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports District 318 (Bigfork and Grand Rapids)graduating females who are interested 

in pursuing a career in education.

Chad, Holly and Hannah Davis 

Memorial Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship is in memory of Chad, Holly and Hannah Davis and is available to traditional and non-

traditional students in District 318 (Bigfork and Grand Rapids) and Greenway. IEP preferred, but not required. 

Student pursuing nursing or trades preferred. Past recipients may re-apply.

Coach Ted Brill Hockey 

Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship is offered to a GRHS male varsity hockey player who demonstrates leadership.

Coach Tom Drazenovich 

Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship is offered to a GRHS male varsity football player who demonstrates leadership.

Community Foundation 

General Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship is intended for a Greater Itasca Area student who has a solid academic record and is 

pursuing further education.

Corey Bakken Speech and 

Debate Memorial Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from District 318, Bigfork and Grand Rapids High Schools 

who have actively participated in speech and debate. Past recipients may re-apply.

Dan Retka Memorial 

Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports GRHS graduating seniors with a GPA of 3.0 or higher who plan to study 

engineering, construction management or environmental science. Past recipients may re-apply.



Dede Emerson Scholarship 

Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports graduating GRHS seniors who have 3.0 GPA or higher and are enrolled in a 2-

year or 4-year college and who plan to pursue a degree in international business, veterinarian work, music, or 

humanities.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Kelly 

Scholarship

This $2500 scholarship is intended for an individual who has earned at least a high school diploma and due to 

life or career circumstances, has experienced an "interruption" in their career path.  The ideal candidate is 

someone who has decided to pursue a career track in the healthcare field. Past recipients may re-apply.

Dr. Jules & Ilo Meyer Medical 

Scholarship

This $5000 scholarship supports traditional and nontraditional students entering medical school, dental school, 

veterinarian school or a registered nursing program.

Eagle Scholarship
This $500 scholarship supports traditional or nontraditional students in the Greater Itasca Area who plan to 

attend a Christian-centered college, university, Bible college, or seminary. Past recipients may re-apply.

Ed & Eleanore Gregerson 

Scholarship

This $10,000 recurring scholarship ($2500 for four years) supports GRHS graduating seniors who are active 

members of the Zion Lutheran Church of Grand Rapids and who plan on pursuing a 4-year degree

Edgar R and Bess R Mullins 

Award

This $1500 scholarship is awarded to one female and one male graduating senior from Greenway High School 

who demonstrates athletic involvement, leadership, and commitment to GHS and their community.

Erling & Fran Willadson 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports graduating GRHS seniors who are pursuing a vocational or technical school 

program. Past recipients may re-apply.

Essentia Health - Future in 

Healthcare Scholarship

This $5,000 scholarship supports a Greater Itasca Area student, both traditional and nontraditional, who is 

pursuing a major in healthcare that includes dental and mental health services and maintains a GPA of 3.25 or 

higher. Past recipients may re-apply.

Forrest Willey Memorial 

Scholarhship

This $1000 scholarship supports GRHS and Northern Lights Community School graduating seniors who have a 

GPA of 2.5 or higher.

Foster Hope Scholarship Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports traditional and nontraditional students in the Greater Itasca Area who are 

currently in the foster care system, have previously been in the foster care system, or who have been adopted 

through the foster care system and who are pursuing further education and have a GPA of 2.0 or higher. Past 

recipients may re-apply.

Frances Bartos King - James E 

King Scholarship

This $2000 scholarship supports female Greater Itasca Area graduating high seniors who are pursuing further 

education. May be based on financial need. Past recipients may re-apply

Freestone Community Club 

Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports graduating seniors from GRHS who live in the Arbo, Bass Lake, Deer Lake or 

Wabana Townships.

Gary Ehalt "His Love For 

Animals" Veterinary 

Scholarship

This $750 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, both traditional and non-traditional, interested in 

becoming a veterinarian. Past recipients may re-apply.



G.J. Holt Family Scholarship

This $6000 recurring scholarship ($1500 for 4 yrs) supports Bigfork High School graduating seniors who are 

pursuing further education. It is renewable up to three additional years based on student progress and 

performance in their schooling.

Grand Itasca Clinic & Hospital 

Volunteer Services Scholarship

This $3000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students who have at least two years of postsecondary 

education and are pursuing a career in healthcare. Past recipients may re-apply.  

Grand Itasca Foundation 

Scholarship

This scholarship is for students pursuing a career in the field of health care. A personal interview is required for 

this scholarship.

Grand Rapids AAUW 

Anniversary Scholarship

The Grand Rapids Branch of AAUW provides a $1500 scholarship each year for a woman who has completed 

a minimum of an associate degree or equivalent, who is 25 years or older, and working toward a certification 

program, a bachelor's degree, or a master's degree. In 2006, the Grand Rapids AAUW Branch, to 

commemorate their 60th anniversary, began a drive to provide the Anniversary Scholarship. Past recipients 

may re-apply.

Grand Rapids/Greenway Swim 

Association Scholarship

This $750 scholarship supports two graduating seniors from GRHS or GHS pursuing further education who 

participated in at least 3 years of competitive swimming, preferably at the varsity level, who have a GPA of 2.5 

or higher, and who demonstrate team leadership, good sportsmanship, promote team spirit, unselfishness and 

have a willingness to help others.

Greater Itasca STEM 

Scholarship

This $2000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are 

pursuing further education in the fields of science, technology, engineering or math (STEM), but not going into 

a healthcare-related field. Past recipients may re-apply.

Greater Itasca 

VoTech/Community College 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, traditional or nontraditional, who intend to 

pursue education at a community college, vocational, or technical institution. Past recipients may re-apply.

Greenway Spanish Scholarship

This $750 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Greenway High School who successfully pass the 

Spanish III course, display a love for the language, show effort in class and utilize Spanish in and out of the 

classroom.

GRHS Class of '85 Legacy 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports GRHS students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are pursuing further 

education. Preference may be given to students based on financial need.

GRSB Financial Focus 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship is awarded to graduating seniors from the Greater Itasca Area. The student receiving 

the scholarship must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 and be enrolled in a Community, Technical, College or 

University. This scholarship is given to students going into a financial focused related field. 

Foster Hope Scholarship Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports traditional and nontraditional students in the Greater Itasca Area who are 

currently in the foster care system, have previously been in the foster care system, or who have been adopted 

through the foster care system and who are pursuing further education and have a GPA of 2.0 or higher. 

Students can re-apply.



Hazel Brink Music Scholarship
This $500 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, traditional and nontraditional, who are pursuing 

the study of music. Preference may be given to a GRHS graduate. Past recipients may re-apply.

Hill City Area Community 

Scholarship
This $1500 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Hill City High School.

Hill City Classmates Memorial 

Scholarship Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports students from Hill City High School, both traditional and nontraditional, who 

are pursuing further education. 

Itasca Vintage Car Club 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports a Greater Itasca Area student who is attending a two- or four-year school who 

plans to pursue a degree/certification in an automotive-related field. Includes diesel mechanic, auto body, 

machine tool, or engineering. Past recipients may re-apply.

Jack Gunderson Memorial 

Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports DRHS graduating seniors who have a GPA of 3.0 or higher, demonstrate 

commitment to school and community, and who are pursuing a career in education

Jennifer Koprowski 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports a GRHS female swimmer who has shown dedication to the sport and 

leadership ability.

Jim Gibeau Memorial 

Scholarship

This $500 scholarship is in honor of Jim Gibeau and supports a Greater Itasca Area graduating senior who is a 

relative of an active or retired Itasca County firefighter.

John and Carol Setterberg 

Memorial Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports DRHS graduating seniors with a GPA of 3.5 or higher and who have a record of 

participation in sports.

John and Frances Furlong 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports GRHS graduating seniors who pursue a degree or certification from a 

vocational or technical training program. The scholarship will be awarded to the student with the highest GPA.

Judy Peura Hultquist 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Hill City High School with a GPA of 2.0 or higher who 

are pursuing further education. Past recipients may re-apply.

J.W. Kumpula Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports a Nashwauk Keewatin High School graduating senior who plans to pursue a 

technical career.

Karen Lonson AAUW-GRGM 

Memorial Scholarship

The Grand Rapids Branch of AAUW provides a $4000 scholarship each year for a woman who has completed 

a minimum of an Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, or the equivalent of two years of college, who is 25 

years or older, and working toward a certification program, a bachelor's degree, or an advanced degree 

majoring in a business-related field. In 2006, the Grand Rapids AAUW Branch, to commemorate their 60th 

anniversary, began a drive to provide the Anniversary Scholarship. 

K. Roger Betz Vocational 

School Scholarship

This $1500 recurring scholarship ($750 in year 1 and year 2) supports students, both traditional and 

nontraditional, from Greenway High School who are pursuing a vocational or technical degree or certification.



Kurt L. (Buzz) & Jean A. 

Samuelson Scholarship 

This $2000 scholarship supports Greenway High School graduates, traditional or nontraditional, who plan to 

obtain a trade/technical degree. Past recipients may re-apply.

Latterell Family Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports a Bigfork High School graduating senior who plans to attend a four-year 

college or university. Past recipients may re-apply. 

Lavona M. Jasper Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports Greenway High School graduating seniors with a minimum GPA of 3.0 who 

are pursuing further education.

Lilah Maddy Brandon 

Scholarship

This $4000 recurring scholarship ($1000/year for four years) supports a Grand Rapids High School graduating 

senior. Based on need. This scholarship is only given out every four years. 2023, 2027, 2031

Lou and Mary Alice Barle 

Memorial Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports a graduating senior from Greenway High School who is involved in sports. 

Max Fulton Forestry 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are 

pursuing a forestry or forestry-related degree. Past recipients may re-apply.

MDI Success at Work 

Scholarship

This $2000 scholarship supports students attending schools in the MDI (MN Diversified Industries) areas who 

are majoring in special education, American Sign Language, human services: (counseling, mental health, 

psychology, social services, social work), healthcare: (audiology, neurology, occupational therapy, physical 

therapy, speech pathology). Also eligible are those with an IEP or 504 plan.  Past recipients may re-apply.

Mel and Lucille Beier Family 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are 

majoring in business. May be based on financial need. Past recipients may re-apply.

Mel and Nancy Kooda Memorial 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from McGregor High School who are pursuing a degree in 

the trades, teaching/education, nursing or medical. Preference may be given to students with fewer scholarship 

opportunities. Past recipients may re-apply.

Mike Washburn Memorial 

Scholarship Fund

This $500 scholarship supports Hill City High School students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are 

pursuing a degree or certification in heavy equipment operation. Past recipients may re-apply.

Mockford Scholarship
This $500 scholarship supports the education of the children of members of the MN DNR Forestry Employees 

Association (FEA) who are pursuing further education. Past recipients may re-apply. 

Myles Reif Memorial 

Scholarship

This $4000 recurring scholarship ($1000 each year up to 4 years) supports GRHS graduating seniors who are 

planning to pursue a degree in physical science. 

NAMI Mental Health 

Scholarship

This $2000 scholarship supports a Greater Itasca County area student, traditional or non-traditional, who will be 

attending Minnesota North College, Itasca Campus, full-time (enrolled in 12 or more credits) and pursuing a 

major in Human Services: Psychology, Mental Health, Social Work and Counseling. A minimum GPA of 2.50 is 

required. Past recipients may re-apply.



Nicole Calgaro Memorial 

Scholarship

These two $500 scholarships support: a graduating senior from Nashwauk-Keewatin High School who has 

participated in band and is pursuing further education and a Greater Itasca student who participated in 4H and 

is pursuing further education.

Northern MN Builders 

Association Scholarship Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are 

pursuing a career in any of the building trades such as construction, electrician, etc. Past recipients may re-

apply.

Northland Scholarship Fund
This $3000 (payable in varying amounts over each year of school) scholarship supports graduating seniors 

from Northland High School who are pursuing further education.

Peterson-Menefee Scholarship
This $850 scholarship supports graduating students who live in Good Hope, Max, Third River, Moose Park, 

Alvwood, Kinghurst, Ardenhurst or Grattan Townships who are pursuing further education.

Popple River Fund

This $1000 scholarship supports both traditional and nontraditional students who live in the City of S. Lake, 

Good Hope, Max, Third River, Moose Park, Alvwood, Kinghurst, Ardenhurst or Grattan Townships who 

graduated from a public high school (traditional or public charter) or earned a GED (not available to home 

school or private/parochial school graduates) and who are pursuing further education. Recipients may re-apply.

Rae Graham Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Greenway High School who plan to pursue a career in 

business or education. 

Reif Dance Company 

Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports Reif Dance Company seniors.

Richard and Elaine Aune Music 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports District 318 (Grand Rapids and Bigfork) graduating seniors who are planning 

to study music.

Robert & Shirley Bennett 

Physics Scholarship

This $2500 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area graduating seniors who plan to study physics or 

chemistry.  Past recipients may re-apply.

Ruth Hurlbert Scholarship This $500 scholarship supports students who attend the Oak Hills Christian College in Bemidji, Minnesota.  

Sally and David Atlas 

Scholarship

This $1500 scholarship supports a graduating senior from Grand Rapids High School, with a GPA of 3.0 or 

higher, who is pursuing a 4-year degree in humanities or political science. Preference will be given to a student 

pursuing history.

Scott A. Olson Memorial 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship is in memory of Scott Olson, who passed away in October 2019 of Blastomycosis.  This 

scholarship is given to graduating students from GRHS, GHS and NKHS who exhibit Scott’s passion to give of 

themselves to their local community. Past recipients may re-apply.

St. John's Catholic Church of 

Hill City Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports students who were members of, or have relatives who were members of, St. 

John's Catholic Parish/Church in Hill City, Minnesota. 

Steven Pietila Memorial 

Scholarship

This $5000 scholarship supports Deer River High School graduating seniors who have a GPA of 3.25 or higher 

and are involved in extracurricular activities and the community. 



Sulo Herrala Scholarship
This $500 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Bigfork High School who have a GPA of 3.0 or higher 

and plan to pursue further education.

Sydney Gray - Forest Lake 

Elementary Scholarship

This $500 scholarship supports graduating seniors who attended Forest Lake Elementary School in Grand 

Rapids, Minnesota. This scholarship is not based on grades.

Terry & Muggs Matteson L&M 

Appreciation Scholarship

This $2000 scholarship supports active L&M employees and/or their immediate family members who are 

pursuing further education, who have a GPA of 2.0 or higher, and who demonstrate volunteer activities and 

work experience. Past recipients may re-apply.

Truman and Borghild "Bud" 

Shoaff Family Memorial 

Scholarship

The $1000 scholarship supports Greater Itasca Area students, both traditional and nontraditional, who are 

pursuing further education in the STEM (Science Technology, Engineering and Math) fields or in a music field. 

Past recipients may re-apply.

Turna E. Fletcher Scholarship
This $1000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Deer River High School who are pursuing a degree in 

the education or environmental fields.

Wade and Barbara (Danielson) 

Salisbury Family Scholarship

The $500 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Deer River High School who have a GPA of 2.5 or 

higher and who demonstrate good character, hard work, and goals. Past recipients may re-apply.

Wayne Mills/Chet Johnson 

Rotary Scholarship

This $2000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from District 318 (BHS and GRHS) who plan to pursue a 

vocational/technical degree.

Zack Adams Memorial 

Scholarship

This $1000 scholarship supports graduating seniors from Greenway High School who are pursuing a 

vocational/technical degree or certification. Past recipients may re-apply.


