
Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation

Youth in Philanthropy Board Application
Empower your voice and make a real impact—Youth in Philanthropy is a hands-on leadership program where 
high school students learn how philanthropy works by helping direct real funding to youth-serving programs in 
our community. Join a select cohort, build leadership skills, and help shape meaningful change across the 
Greater Itasca Area.

Who Should Apply?

Students who are curious, motivated, and community-minded are encouraged to apply. Ideal candidates:

Will be in grades 9–12 for the 2026–27 school year at the following area schools: 
(Grand Rapids High School, Greenway High School, Bigfork High School, Deer River High School, Hill City 
High School, Nashwauk-Keewatin High School, Northland High School)
Have an interest in leadership, community impact, or nonprofits
Want to understand how philanthropy works
Are able to attend 4 required meetings throughout the year (September, November, January, and April)

Timeline:

Applications Open: May 1 – June 15, 2026
Cohort Announced: Early August 2026
Public Introduction: Sparks of Change Celebration - September 24, 2026
Program Duration: September 2026 – Spring 2027

Questions? 

Please reach out to Kelly Shreve at kelly.shreve@gracf.org or 218.999.9100. You can also learn more and apply 
online at gracf.org/youthinphilanthropy

Personal Information
Name

Date of Birth

School and Grade

Email Address

Phone Number



Application Questions
Please attach additional sheets of paper if needed.

Personal Statement

Share why you want to join the Youth in Philanthropy Advisory Board (150-200 words)

Community Involvement

List any volunteer work, leadership roles, or community projects you have participated in.

Skills & Strengths

Describe 2-3 skills you bring to the program (examples: teamwork, creativity, problem-solving, etc.)



Community Issues

Briefly describe a community issue that interests you and how you might approach it.

References
Please provide 2 references that can speak to your character and commitment (Examples: teacher, mentor, or 
community leader)

Name Relationship Contact Info

Commitment & Conflicts
Commitment

Can you commit to attending 4 meetings during the year? These meetings will take place outside of school hours and will occur 

tin the months of September, November, January, and April.

Yes

No

Maybe

Conflicts

Are there any conflicts that you know of that might come in the way of the Youth in Philanthropy meetings? (Please note: We will 

make attempts to work around conflicts listed here) 




