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COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

-_F GRAND RAPIDS AREA

Guidelines for Grantseekers

Introduction
This document provides guidelines for organizations seeking funding from the Grand Rapids Area

Community Foundation (GRACF). They are not a guarantee for success in obtaining a grant. Each
proposalis evaluated with respect to available dollars and alighment with the stated purpose of the
available funds. Due to the large number of funding requests, GRACF cannot fund all the requests
it receives. It is also possible that funding will be awarded, but not at the full amount requested.

In considering grants, GRACF operates without regard to race, creed, color, religion, sex, age,
ancestry, national origin, disability, genetic information, military service, sexual orientation or
marital status.

Who is eligible to apply for a grant from the Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation?

Organizations applying for a grant from GRACF must be nonprofit with 501(c)(3) status (we will
verify) or applying for funding for projects that serve a clear charitable purpose and benefit the
community. All organizations seeking funding must be located in or provide services in the Greater
Itasca Area. Religious organizations, government entities (e.g., schools, municipalities) and labor
unions are not eligible unless applying for funding for projects that serve a clear charitable purpose
and benefit the community.

Existing GRACF funds may apply for a grant only if they meet the same eligibility criteria as all other
applicants, the requestis for a charitable purpose within the grant cycle’s priorities, and any
related parties are excluded from the grant evaluation process.
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Can an organization use a Fiscal Sponsor?

Organizations that do not have tax-exempt status may apply directly or through a qualified fiscal
sponsor. Depending on the nature of the applicant and project, GRACF may require a fiscal
sponsorship arrangement or may utilize other grantmaking procedures permitted by law to ensure
charitable use of grant funds.

Can an organization apply for funding for multiple projects/programs?

Yes, organizations can apply for multiple projects/programs. Each project/program must have its
own application.

Is there a limit on the dollar amount that an organization can request?

There is no established maximum request amount, but awards are typically made within the
GRACF’s customary grantmaking range of modest to mid-sized grants (average grants range
between $1,000-$10,000).

What does GRACF typically fund?

GRACF has supported projects and programs related to arts and culture, community development,
education, the environment, health and human services, senior citizens and veterans programs.

Competitive proposals may include efforts that:

e Strengthen organizational capacity and position the organization for greater long-term
impact

¢ Significantly benefit the community in comparison to the resources invested

e Are creative, innovative and address community needs

e Encourage cooperation

¢ Increase volunteer involvement and commitment to community needs

e Leverage otherresources

What does GRACF not fund?

GRACF will not fund grant proposals for:

¢ Individuals

e Duplicative services

e Annualfund drives or fund-raising events

e Lobbying efforts or political action groups

e Endowment-building campaigns or growing existing charitable funds
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GRACF reserves the right to decline a request if it does not meet eligibility requirements or for any
other reason as determined by GRACF. All decisions to decline a grant request are made at the sole
discretion of GRACF and may not be appealed.

What is the grant application procedure and timeline?

1. Complete a Grant Application online at https://gracf.org/grants/. Applications can be
submitted from July 15 — September 1 each year.

2. The GRACF Grants Committee convenes in November and determines funding
recommendations to be presented to GRACF’s Board of Directors.

GRACF’s Board of Directors reviews the Grants Committee funding recommendations and
makes final funding decisions.

3. Your organization will be emailed by December 1% a notification on whether or not you have
been approved for funding, and at what amount. Funding is disbursed in January.

What is required of organizations that receive a grant from GRACF?

If an organization’s proposal is funded a Grant Agreement will be sent along with your notification
email. The Grant Agreement outlines the limits and conditions under which the grant has been
authorized. Before a proposal is submitted, please ensure that your organization can meet the
terms of the following items which appear on the Grant Agreement:

e The funds received must be used as outlined in the grant request, and not for any other
purpose. Any portion of the grant not used for the purpose outlined must be returned to
GRACF.

e GRACF must be notified if there is a change in the organization’s legal or tax status, a
change in the key staff responsible for executing the terms of the grant or a change in the
organization’s ability to use the grant for the purpose indicated in the grant application.

e A Grant Follow-up Report must be submitted by the due date assigned by GRACF.

e GRACF must be allowed access to the organization’s records relating to the grant should
the need arise for any audit or verification. The organization must maintain such files and
records for a period of a minimum of four years following the completion of the project.

e Additional project/program or organization information must be provided as requested by
GRACF.

e Organizations that are not 501¢c3 organizations nor have a fiscal sponsor, will need to
complete a GRACF Expenditure Responsibility Agreement.

e GRACF is allowed to use any information about this grant in GRACF’s periodic public
reports, press releases, social media postings and website.

GRACF reserves the right to end, alter or withhold any payments under an approved grant or to
require a total or partial refund of any grant award if GRACF finds in its sole discretion that: your
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organization has not complied with the terms of the grant; has failed to protect the purpose and
objectives of the grant; or has not complied with any law or regulation applicable to your
organization, GRACF or the grant.

If you have any questions please contact Lori Ross, Program and Grants Manager at GRACF, at
(218) 999-9100 or lori.ross@gracf.org.
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